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1. Leaf blades with the margins finely toothed; petioles with 1 or 2 large, saucer-shaped glands at
the tip ... 2. C. GLANDULOSUS
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1. Leaf blades with the margins occasionally slightly wavy toward the base but otherwise entire;
petioles lacking glands at the tip
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2. Plants dioecious; staminate flowers lacking a corolla; pistillate flowers with the 3 styles each
divided nearly to the base into 46 lobes ... 6. C. TEXENSIS
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2. Plants monoecious; staminate flowers with a corolla; pistillate flowers with the 13 styles each 1
time deeply divided (2 or 3 times divided in C. capitatus but with the second and third order
divisions usually well above the base)
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3. Ovary 3-locular; styles 3, each deeply 2-lobed, the lobes sometimes lobed again; fruits 3seeded (rarely 2-seeded by abortion of 1 ovule)
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4. Pistillate flowers with the calyx 69-lobed; styles each lobed 2 or 3 times (the total number of
Croton capitatus
stigmatic branches thus theoretically 1224 per flower, but in practice mostly 1216); fruits 69 mm in
diameter ... 1. C. CAPITATUS
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4. Pistillate flowers with the calyx 5-lobed; styles each deeply lobed only 1 time (the total number
of stigmatic branches thus 6 per flower); fruits 45 mm in diameter ... 3. C. LINDHEIMERIANUS
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3. Ovary 1- or 2-locular; styles 2 or 3, each shallowly or deeply 2-lobed; fruits usually 1-seeded
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5. Ovary 2-locular (1 of the locules usually aborting and the dehiscent fruit thus usually 1-seeded); Croton monanthogynus
styles 2, each deeply 2-lobed; seeds with a knoblike caruncle; leaf blades with the undersurface
pubescent with stellate hairs (the calyx and ovary also with stellate hairs) ... 5. C.
MONANTHOGYNUS
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5. Ovary 1-locular (the indehiscent fruit thus 1-seeded); styles 3, each shallowly 2-lobed toward
the tip; seeds lacking a caruncle; leaf blades with the undersurface pubescent with peltate,
scalelike trichomes (these also on the stem, calyx, and ovary)
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6. Leaf blades with the upper surface pubescent with minute, nonoverlapping, stellate hairs, the
more or less equal branches 0.20.3 mm long; stems, undersurface of the leaf blades, and
especially fruits with peltate scales consisting of a relatively narrow, fused central disc with a
relatively long fringe of slender, stellate extensions beyond the disc ... 4. C. MICHAUXII

Croton michauxii
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6. Leaf blades with the upper surface pubescent with short, overlapping, stellate hairs, the often
unequal branches 0.61.0 mm long; stems, undersurface of the leaf blades, and especially fruits
with peltate scales consisting of a relatively broad, fused central disc with a relatively short fringe
of slender, stellate extensions beyond the disc ... 7. C. WILLDENOWII

Croton willdenowii

Croton glandulosus

Croton texensis

Croton lindheimerianus

