1
+

Racemes digitate or subdigitate, or on a short main axis shorter than themselves

2 (1)
+

Spikelets ternate
Spikelets binate

(3)
(8)

3 (2)
+

Spikelets hairy

(4)

4 (3)
+

Hairs on spikelets verrucose
Hairs on spikelets distinctly clavate at the tip, not verrucose

(5)
(7)

5 (4)
+

Spikelets 1.2-2 mm long with short spreading or ± appressed hairs

(6)

Spikelets 1.9-2.4 mm long with long matted hairs curled at the tips and appearing, at low
magnification, as though they are clavate

Digitaria ischaemum

6 (5)

Racemes typically 2; pedicels terete, smooth; upper glume as long as the spikelet, 5-nerved; fruit
pallid, light brown or light grey
Racemes typically 3 or more: pedicels sometimes ± flattened and winged, scabrid; upper glume
noticeably shorter than the spikelet, commonly 3-nerved; fruit dark brown to almost black

Digitaria longiflora

7 (4)
+

Tip of pedicel glabrous, without a corona

Digitaria abludens

Tip of pedicel with a corona of hairs up to 1 mm long

Digitaria stricta

8 (2)
+

Rhachis spiculate to the base, not pennately hairy

9 (8)
+

Margins of rhachis scabrid

10 (9)
+

Lower glume present and ± conspicuous

11 (10)
+

Culms with bulbous swellings at the base, the basal sheaths silky hairy

12 (11)
+

Racemes tighter, rhachis wingless; upper glume shorter: in cultivation only

Digitaria eriantha

Racemes ± loose; rhachis winged; upper glume two thirds to as long as the spikelet; wild grass

Digitaria nodosa

13 (11)
+

Nerves of lemma smooth

Digitaria ciliaris

Nerves of lemma with sparse to numerous minute siliceous spines or scabridities

Digitaria sanguinalis

+

Racemes scattered along an elongated axis longer than themselves

Spikelets glabrous

Rhachis bare of spikelets in the lower half, pennately hairy

Margins of rhachis smooth

Lower glume absent or very obscure

Culms not swollen at the base and without silky hairy basal sheaths

(2)
Digitaria californica

Digitaria stewartiana

Digitaria violascens

(9)
Digitaria pennata

(10)
Digitaria radicosa

(11)
Digitaria setigera

(12)
(13)

