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1. Leaves peltate, the blade large (1090 cm long and wide), palmately lobed and veined, the
petiole attached well away from the blade margin; plants robust herbs 15 m tall ... 6. RICINUS
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1. Leaves not peltate, the blade smaller (to 10 cm long, but always much narrower than 10 cm),
unlobed or pinnately few-lobed, the venation pinnate or only a solitary midvein visible, the petiole
(if present) attached at the blade base; plants low shrubs (in Andrachne) or more commonly
slender to robust herbs to about 1 m tall (usually much shorter)
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2. Plants with milky sap; flowers appearing perfect but the apparent flower actually an
Euphorbia
aggregation of several staminate flowers (each reduced to a solitary stamen) and a single central,
usually short-stalked pistillate flower (this also lacking a perianth), these in a cup-shaped
involucre (cyathium) with 1 or more marginal glands sometimes bearing small petaloid
appendages ... 4. EUPHORBIA
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2. Plants with clear sap; flowers not appearing perfect, the staminate and pistillate flowers each
with a calyx and sometimes also corolla, not grouped into a cuplike involucre
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3. Plants shrubs, the stems definitely woody above the base and not dying back to the ground
each winter ... 2. ANDRACHNE
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3. Plants annual or perennial herbs, if perennial then sometimes from a somewhat woody
rootstock but the stems not woody and dying back to the ground each winter
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4. Plants pubescent with branched or stellate hairs, these sometimes with branches more or less Croton
fused and then appearing as minute, scurfy, peltate scales; staminate and/or pistillate flowers with
petals (except in C. texensis) ... 3. CROTON
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4. Plants glabrous or, if pubescent, then with only unbranched hairs; flowers all lacking petals
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5. Leaf blades with the margins entire
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6. Stems and leaves hairy ... 1. ACALYPHA

Acalypha
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6. Stems and leaves glabrous ... 5. PHYLLANTHUS

Phyllanthus
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5. Leaf blades with the margins toothed
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7. The 3 styles free or fused only at the very base, each with several irregular branches; stems
and leaves lacking stinging hairs; staminate flowers with 48 stamens ... 1. ACALYPHA

Acalypha
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7. The 3 styles fused toward the base, each unbranched; stems and/or leaves with stinging hairs;
staminate flowers with 24 stamens ... 7. TRAGIA

Tragia

Ricinus

Andrachne

